Acton Carnival Planning Meeting

West London Trade Union Club

Tuesday 24th February

7pm

Present: Ifilia Francois (Positive Awareness), Leathon La Crette (Cavalry Sound System), Keith Davies (Oaktree A.F), Rob Mansfield (Acton and West London College), Huey Reid (Bollo FC), Carl Gabriel (Misty Carnival Club) Kathy Dargavel (Acton High School), Alex Afriyie (Churches Together in Acton), Florence Thomas (West London College), Alma James (Westcott Park Community Centre).

Apologies: Steve Flynn, Grace Tingle, Carole Murphy.

Theme
“Journey: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow” was suggested.

RP approached the Acton History Society and found out the Acton Carnival dates back to World War 1, which fits in with the suggested theme.

Publicity

Rob Mansfield explained that the Acton and West London College are funding 6 banners publicising the Carnival which will be displayed along side their own banners. Rachel Pepper circulated a draft copy of the Artwork to be used.

Funding

Several bids have been submitted and we are now awaiting the response.

First Aid

Quotes have been received and ACF are currently deciding which to use.

Kathy suggested that we use the First Aid course that will be running shortly to train up local individuals and organisations for the Carnival. She also offered Acton High Expressive Arts Block as a venue for the First Aid Course.

Site

A meeting has been arranged between ACF and the Park Rangers to discuss site Specific issues. RP and Steve Flynn have also arranged to meet with Julian Judd (Caroline Gardener returns this year) of the Events Team to see what support it can offer.

Keith Davies has approached FM music to supply sound equipment. Before a quote can be given however, he needs further information e.g.: number of Acts performing, what equipment they will require etc.

Alex, Keith and Leathon all know people who may be able to supply PA’s, amps etc. They will gather this information (cost etc.) and forward it to Acton Community Forum.

It was decided that we stick with last year’s layout with the exception of dispersing the Porta loos more evenly and moving the stage nearer the Café in order to access the power supply.

The location and/or time of the football competition will be changed to avoid people using it as a thoroughfare as happened last year. Huey has begun preparations.

Ifilia suggested that the procession route is altered to pass via the town centre, as it would be more inclusive. RP pointed out that the last meeting had agreed on the Churchfield Road route but will ask the Events Team of the implications of closing the Uxbridge Road and inform all at the next meeting.

Staging and Stalls

Alma James knows a potential stage provider, and Huey, a stage manager. They will pass on the respective contact details to ACF.

There was a suggestion of having a second small stage if there was a big demand. This was greeted favourably.

Performers

ACF will distribute a “Procession Form” to all interested participants, detailing how they will get involved, their needs etc…

Westcott Park, Leathan, Positive Awareness and Carl will all take part in the procession in some capacity and Ifilia knows a local Jazz band that may be interested.

Churches together expressed an interest in having a stall or providing dancers for the actual Festival.

RP informed all that participants should get in touch with ACF if they need advice on certain things, such as where to buy Carnival materials.

Launch Event

RP announced that a Carnival fundraising event would be taking place on June 11th at Hawksbrook Centre. It will consist of comedy with a party afterwards.

Next Meeting

30th March, 7pm at West London Trade Union Club.

